Introduction
The ''International Symposium on Thermoacoustic Instabilities in Gas Turbines and Rocket Engines: Industry meets Academia'' was held from 30 May to 2 June 2016 at the Institute for Advanced Study (IAS) at the Technical University of Munich. The event was organized and hosted by Professor Thomas Sattelmayer of the chair of Thermodynamics at the Technical University of Munich and Bruno Schuermans, a TUM-IAS Rudolf Diesel Fellow from GE Power.
Understanding and avoidance of thermoacoustic instabilities is of crucial importance in the design and operation of both gas turbine combustors as well as rocket engines. Despite apparent methodological and phenomenological overlaps, two almost entirely separated research communities have evolved around both industries, which have developed their respective research strategies and methodologies. The aim of this symposium was to bring together researchers from industry and academia and to provide a forum that would foster an exchange on concepts, methods and tools. 
Event description
The symposium featured 9 invited lectures and 22 sessions in which a total of 54 papers were presented. The invited lecturers are leading authorities from academia and industry in the field of rocket and gas turbine combustion instabilities:
. With this selection of speakers, the topic of thermoacoustic instabilities was covered in an unprecedented breadth and depth.
Because of the large number of contributed papers, two parallel sessions were held. They covered a wide range of topics: Combustion Dynamics, Injector Dynamics, Modeling Approaches, Flame/Fuel Response, Control Methods, System Identification, Dynamic System Approaches, Liquid Rockets, G-equations, and Damping and Combustion Noise. It was a truly international event where over 100 participants and authors travelled to Munich from all over the world, including countries such as the United States, the United Kingdom, Canada, Japan, Iran, South Korea, Australia, Switzerland, France, China and Italy as well as from all parts of Germany.
Besides the scientific talks, a pleasant atmosphere was created in which technical discussions, acquainting and networking with fellow researchers, planning of new projects and collaborations were fostered.
This special issue of the ''International Journal of Spray and Combustion Dynamics'' is a careful selection of papers that were presented at the symposium. The papers went through a thorough peer-review process and give a good overview of the topics covered by the symposium.
